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S-1585. 3

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5473

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Judiciary (originally sponsored by Senators
Regal a, B. Shel don, Johnson, Kohl-Wlles, Wnsley and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 21/ 03.

AN ACT Rel ating to providing | aw enforcenment officers wth training
in interaction with persons with a devel opnental disability or nental
illness; and addi ng a new section to chapter 43.101 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 43.101 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The comm ssion nust offer a training session on | aw enf or cenent
interaction with persons with a developnental disability or nental
illness. The training nust be developed by the commssion in
consultation wth appropriate self advocate and fam |y advocate groups
and with appropriate community, local, and state organizations and
agenci es that have expertise in the area of working with persons with
a developnental disability or nental illness. In devel oping the
course, the conm ssion nust al so exam ne existing courses certified by
the comm ssion that relate to persons with a devel opnental disability
or nmental ill ness.

(2) The training should enploy the use of electronic instruction,
and shall enphasize nonclassroom availability of the offerings when
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appropriate. The training shall replicate likely field situations to
the maxi mum extent possible. The training should include, at a
m nimum core instruction in all of the foll ow ng:

(a) The cause and nature of nental illnesses and devel opnental
di sabilities;

(b) How to identify indicators of nental illness and devel opnent al
disability and how to respond appropriately in a variety of common
si tuations;

(c) Conflict resolution and de-escalation techniques for
potential ly dangerous situations involving persons with a devel opnent al

disability or nental illness;

(d) Appropriate |anguage usage when interacting with persons with
a devel opnental disability or nental illness;

(e) Alternatives to lethal force when interacting wth potentially
dangerous persons with a devel opnental disability or nental illness;
and

(f) Conmmunity and state resources available to serve persons with
a devel opnental disability or nental illness and how these resources
can be best used by l|law enforcenent to benefit persons with a
devel opnental disability or nmental illness in their comrunities.

(3) The training shall be made available to |aw enforcenent

agenci es, through electronic neans, for use at their conveni ence and
determ ned by the internal training needs and resources of each agency.

(4) The commission shall nmake all reasonable efforts to secure
private and nonstate public funds to inplenent this section.

--- END ---
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